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- which I ascertained that the body existed, I conld no longer doubt
its^ existence. What a colossal intellect our author has ! He has
wth supreme art devised two false premises such that a false
conclusion follows from them in good form ! But I don't understand
why he here ascribes sardonic laughter to me, since in his Disserta-
tion I found merely a source of pleasure, not indeed of an intense
kind, but quite real aod genuine. The reason is that, in criticizing
so many things for which I am not responsible but which are
fictitiously ascribed to me, he clearly shows that he has left no
stone unturned, in order to find something meriting censure in my
writings and has found nothing at all.

But certainly it is made sufficiently clear that the humour he has
shown up to this time has not been heartfelt, both by the serious
onslaught with which he concludes this section, and especially by the
succeeding replies, in which he is not only gloomy and severe, but
even quite cruel.    To account for this we must note various things.
To begin with he has no cause for hatred and has found nothing to
censure except that single absurdity which with such prudence and
insight he foisted on me, and which a little before I could only
characterize as being a lie.   Yet he thinks that he has now completely
convinced the reader that I believe that.    (True this cannot be by
force of reasoning, since reasons he has none.    But in the first place
he relies on his admirable assurance in affirmation, which, in a man
who makes a peculiar profession of piety and Christian charity, is
never deemed capable of being exercised in support of a falsehood to
so colossal, so shameless an extent.   Secondly, he employs a pertina-
cious and reiterated repetition of the same assertion, and this often
brings it about that the custom of hearing what we know to be false,
produces the habit of believing those things to be true.    These two
devices then are wont to have more influence than all the weight of
argument among the vulgar and all who do not examine things
carefully.)    So now he haughtily insults the man he has vanquished
and scolds me as a solemn pedagogue might lecture his pupil, and
in the following heated replies holds me guilty of sins more in
number than the ten commandments.    But we must excuse the
Reverend Father, as he seems to be no longer master of himself.
Just as people who have drunk too much are wont to see two
objects instead of one, so he in excess of charitable zeal, finds in a
single statement of his own fashioned contrary to his mind and
conscience, twelve charges to make against nie.    These I ought to
style nothing but abuse and calumny were I not ashamed here to